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Answers 3 Manufacturing methods —- review questions 


1a Use twin needle 1.6mm or 2mm as it creates two parallel rows of stitching. If you tighten the top tension 
and use a lightweight fabric it will create a ridge like a tuck. 


b Stitching denim — Jeans needles have a medium ballpoint that penetrates thick and solid fabrics without 
damaging the material. The reinforced blade causes less deflection of the needle, reducing the risk of 
skipped stitches and needle breakage. 


c Free-motion stitching — Embroidery spring needles have a spring around the needle, which assumes the 
function of the presser foot. They are used embroidering in a frame without a presser foot, for individual 
patterns, free-motion stitching and better visibility during embroidery. 


d Microfibre fabrics — Microtex needles have a very slim, acute point for easier piercing of very fine or 
densely woven fabrics. They are suitable for precise stitching of edges, and also for silk, microfibre 
fabrics, coated materials, foils and artificial leather. 


e Metallic machine embroidery threads — Metallic or metalfil needles have a universal point, a large 
elongated eye and a large groove to allow fragile metallic and synthetic filament threads to flow 
smoothly. 


f Knit fabrics — Stretch needles have a medium ballpoint, special eye and scarf area to prevent skipped 
stitches, especially in highly elastic materials. They are suitable for all knit fabrics. 


2 aWoollen tailored jacket — bias-bound seam finish 


1 Place right sides together and stitch 1.5cm from the edge. Press seam allowances open. Use 
12mm bias binding to cut required seam length and press in half. 

2 Slip the raw edges of the seam allowance between the folded bias binding and stitch through all 
the thicknesses of the fabric close to the folded edge of the bias binding. Make sure you catch 
both sides of the bias binding in the stitching. 


b Sheer fabric — French seam 


1 Place the wrong sides of the fabric together and stitch 1.5 cm from the edge. 

2 Trim seam allowance to 3mm. 

3 Place the right sides of the fabric together, with the first stitching line exactly on the fold. Press. 
Stitch 5mm from the fold. Press the seam to one side. 


c Knit fabric — stretch stitch seam 


Knit fabrics require a seam stitch that will give as much as the stretch in the fabric, otherwise the 
stitching will snap when the garment is worn. Sewing machines have a variety of stretch stitches 
that are suitable for knit fabrics. 


d Jeans -— flat-felled seam 


1 Place the wrong sides of the fabric together and stitch 1.5cm from the edge. Trim one side of 
the seam allowance to 3mm. 

2 Press under 4mm on the untrimmed seam allowance. 

3 Press the seam allowances flat and stitch close to the folded edge of the seam allowance. 
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3 aGrade a seam — To attach facings to necklines or armholes, or when using heavyweight fabrics, grade a 
seam with a bulky ridge and trim the seam allowances to different widths to allow the seam to lie flat 
instead of creating a bulky ridge. 


b Understitching — To stop lining or facing from rolling to the right side, complete a row of understitching to 
hold the seam allowance to a facing or a lining. Understitching is not visible on the right side of the 
fabric. 


Darts are used to shape the fabric to fit the body and may be found at the bust, waistline and hips. Darts 
are formed from triangular shapes on the pattern piece that taper to a point. It is important to stitch darts 
accurately so the garment fits correctly. 


Tucks are stitched folds of varying widths, which normally have a space between them. Pintucks are 
very narrow tucks. Tucks are usually created for decorative purposes although they also remove fullness 
in a garment. 


Pleats are folds in the fabric. Sometimes they are partially stitched or may be held in place bya 
waistband. The most common types of pleats are inverted, box and knife pleats. 


Interlining is a textile material that is placed between the outer fabric or face of the garment and the 
lining. Although it covers the whole garment and creates the framework of the garment, it is not visible. 
Often it is basted (hand stitched) to the outer fabric and the two layers are then treated as one. 
Interlinings change the handle of the garment. It may be used to give a flimsy fabric extra body, make a 
pale fabric denser or opaque, or provide extra insulation in a winter jacket. Textile materials used as 
interlinings include silk organza and Pellon. 


Interfacing is used to support, shape and stabilise areas, edges and details of textile items. Interfacing 
may be woven, knit or non-woven, fusible or stitch-in, black or white. It also comes in different weights: 
light, medium or heavy. The type of interfacing selected depends on the fabric type and the amount of 
support and body required. Interfacing is used in collars, waistbands, cuffs and facings. Shapewell is a 
firm sew-in woven interfacing that is used in evening, bridal wear and corsetry. Vilene is the brand name 
for many non-woven interfacings. There are many different types of Vilene and it is important that the 
most appropriate is selected for the specific end-use. 


Wadding and Pellon are used as a fabric layer to add bulk to a textile item. They are usually placed 
between two layers of fabric to create a layer of insulation. Wadding is thicker than Pellon although they 
are both available in different weights and widths. Wadding is usually sew-in and can be made from a 
variety of fibre types including cotton, polyester, wool and bamboo. In the United States wadding is 
known as batting. Pellon is fusible and is made from polyester. When wadding or Pellon is used ina 
quilt, free-motion stitching can be used to create stitched designs with added dimension. 
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